« O Beloved Church! »

Y OU ARE A GIFT THE C HURC H WE LOVE SO WELL
Y O U S P E AK T O U S O F FR E E D O M , P E AC E A N D JO Y
D EEP IN OUR HEARTS , F O R EV E R Y O U W IL L BE
A B E AU T IF U L P R O J EC T , A M EE T IN G - PLACE OF LOVE ,
A B E AU T IF U L P R O J EC T , A M EE T IN G - P L AC E F OR U S !
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Anniversary of my Episcopal Nomination

In the coming weeks, on the occasion of the fiftieth ann iversary of the fou nding of o ur dioces e, I want to
deepen with you our u nde rstan ding of this m ysteriou s rea lity which is the Edm und ston Dioc esa n Churc h. W ith
you also I offer my thanksgiving to God for this marvellous Church of Edmundston which is given to us and
which we form together. For most of you, this is the Church which made you through Baptism m embers of the
people of God and the Body of Christ. W hat a beautiful gift from God; what solidarity we must have, and what
respon sibility is ours , in the m idst of the C hurc h. M ay the fo llowing lines inc ite us to pers ona l and c om m unity
gratitude for everything that has been experienced in this diocese these last fifty years; may they also be an
invitation to live dee ply this gre at m ystery of o ur faith.
G O O D N EWS

IN THE

M IDST

OF

W AR

It was during the Second W orld W ar that Pope Pius XII created a new diocese on Decem ber 16, 1944, called
the Diocese of Edmundston and made up of Madawaska County, [southern and western] Victoria County, and
the weste rn part of Restigo uche Co unty, all of which had been, until then, integral parts of the Bathurst
Diocese. On August 14, 1944, on the occasion of the episcopal ord ination of Bishop Marie-An toin e R oy,
O.F.M. the Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop Ildebra ndo Anto niutti, said: « You r anc esto rs bu ilt this country with
tears and suffering, but always under the protection of the Virgin, the shining and bright star in their lives. Mary
guided, sustained, encouraged and strengthened them all through the long pilgrimage of their lives. A people
so devoted to Mary cannot do otherwise than find its way and its true glory. »

A N IMPORTANT R OLE
The papal delegate then went on to describe the role he foresaw for our Edmundston diocesan Church: « The
new dioces e is the crowning achievem ent of the apostolic work acc om plishe d in this region with a zeal and
perseveran ce above all praise. By its geographic positio n, th is diocese is destin ed to play an im portant role
in the religious, cultural, and social relations of two illustrious provinces. [...] » The Delegate then recognised
the builders of the D iocese: « This beautiful cathedral will rem ind future generations of the vibrant and active
faith of the Edmundston [Diocese] population. » With you I thank these persons: « Honour and glory to all our
founders; we are proud of them, and this is our story! »
1944-1994
A good number of our compatriots could tell us at length about the events that have marked the history of our
young Church. For example, you can ask those couples who were m arried in 1944-1945 what happened that
year, and I am sure that the y will proudly and happily tell you about it. The fifty years of C hurch life are well
documented by a number of articles and monographs and personal recollections, and a number of institutions
also bea r witness to those years. A forthcoming publication will highlight our diocesan history. In each of our
parishes and within our homes the heart of the budding Church of 1944 still beats strongly, though oftentimes
unbeknownst to those around. I hope that each family take the time to talk about all that has been experienced
through the years, all that w as beautiful, holy, and gran d in your hom e wh ich is like a « dom estic Church, »
since there also an intense Church life can be experienced and celebrated. In the course of the num erou s ge ttogethers throughout this holy year, it would be nice to have family celebrations highlighting the values which
motivated the lives of your parents and grandparents: may these values which they passed on to you continue
to flourish in your hom es. All of this is part of the Church we form . W ith you I exclaim: « W e are proud, this
is our daily life! » If only we took the tim e to look, listen, and love, th is Edm undston Dio cesan C hurch would
truly be a m otive fo r than ksgiving a nd m arve lling.
W HAT T H E N IS

THE

CH U R C H?

If Church life extends to all that we are and all that we do, what then is the Church ? Fo ur m ajor d ocu m ents
can help our reflection: on August 6, 1964, Pope Paul VI published a remarkable encyclical letter entitled
Ecclesiam Suam, on the paths along which the C hurch m ust carry out its m ission in the world of today: the
paths of a wa reness , renewa l, and dialogue. T he tim eliness of this docum ent is still apparent. Three months
later - November 21, 1964 - the same pope promulgated the Dogm atic Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium, which had just been voted on by the Second Vatican Council. On Decem ber 7, 1965, Pope Paul
promulgated yet another master document, the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes on the Church in the
Mod ern W orld. Finally, on October 11, 1992, Pope John Paul II published the Cate chism of th e C ath olic
Church. In this our jubilee year, these four m ajor texts can inspire our reflection. Regarding the new Catechism
of the Catholic Church, let me point out that num bers 748 -975 dea l exclusively with our p rofession of faith, «
I believe in the Holy Catholic Church. » The new Catechism presents a vision of the Ch urch with in God's plan;
the Ch urch: Pe ople of G od, Bo dy of Christ, T em ple of the Ho ly Spirit; the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church; the faithful of Christ: hierarchy, laity, consecrated life; the comm union of saints; Mary: Mother of
Ch rist, Moth er of the Ch urch. In th is section you will fin d answers to your questions and reasons for giving
than ks .
« I B ELIEVE

IN THE

CH U R C H. »

W here does the Spirit blow ? The Creed answers this question when it states: « I believe in one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic Church. » The Church asserts that in her and through her the Spirit of Jesus continues to act
in history. The Church believes that she is the place and even the sacrament, that is, the sign and instrument
of the action o f the H oly Spirit. To express the indispensable bonds that must exist between the Church and
Jesus Ch rist, I believe that the words of Pope Paul VI during the Second Vatican Council, can nourish our
reflection. The Pope sta ted that « If Jesus C hrist is not her riches, th en the Ch urch is pathetic. She is barren,
if the Spirit of Jesus does not develop in her. Her edifice is shaky if Jesus Christ is not the architect and if, from
the living sto nes w ith w hich she is built, his Spirit is not the bond. She is without beauty if she does not reflect
the unique beauty of Christ's face and if she is not the Tree whose roots are the Passion of Jesus Christ. The

science she takes pride in is false, and false also the wisdom which adorns her, if th ese do not find their
fullness in Jesus Christ. She maintains us in the shadow of death, if her light is not 'illumined light' from Jesus
Ch rist. He r en tire doctrine is a lie if she does not proclaim the Truth th at is Jes us C hrist. All her glory is vanity
if she does not place it within the humility of Jesus Christ. Even her name is a stranger to us if it does not
im m ediate ly conjure up for us the only Na m e given to m an [and wom an] for their salvation . Sh e is nothing to
us if she is not the sacrament, the effective sign of Jesus Christ. »
A C H U R C H - AS -C O M M U N I O N
In the course of these reflections it will be ea sier fo r you to understand certain dimensions of the marvel of the
Church-as-communion, of the marvel of the Church as People of God: a profound union which joins each
baptised pers on to Jesus himself, Christ and Lord, Son of the Living God. Each child of God is bound to the
Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In the bond of charity, all baptised persons are linked to one another
to form the People of God, a sign of God's love for humankind. This Church-as-communion is also composed
of and served by ordained ministers whom the Lord has chosen for himself and who are in living comm union
with the successor of Peter: the bishops, priests, and deacons. The structures with in this Church are at the
service of he r m ission , at the s ervice of c om m union, fellowship, and welcoming of one another. This same
Church-as-communion proclaims the Good News from which she was born: she is 'servant' of the men and
wom en of today, especially of the poor a nd s uffering; he r liturgical and s acram enta l life is suprem ely importa nt:
it is the ex pres sion of he r unity, her vitality, her life.
S T R IV IN G

TO

SH A R E

Calling to mind a few aspects of our Church gives rise to an invitation: my greatest desire would be that we
deepen our knowle dge of the C hurch throughout th is ju bilee year, in sharing groups, religious education,
associations and organisations, and in the different parish committees. If preaching, retreats, conferences,
and talks had the mystery of the Church as topic, how all of this would be beneficial to our diocesan Church
of Edm undston . I wo uld go so far as to encourage - even with in our Sunday celebrations - the careful and
sys tem atic presentation and clarification of the teaching of the Catholic Church on the mystery of the Church.
I strongly encourage this teaching in a special way during the three great periods of the liturgical year: Advent
(November 27-Decem ber 24 , 1994), Lent (M arch 1-A pril 15, 1995), Easter Tim e (A pril 16-June 4, 1995). I am
certain that the liturgical texts will be most appropriate for such an undertaking: « The Edm undston Diocesan
Church, Place of O ur H ope , » « The E dm und ston Dioc esa n Churc h, Place o f Our Faith, » « The Edm undston
Diocesan Church, Place of our Love. »
A M ARVEL T O C E L EB R A TE

IN

HOPE

IN

F AITH

In this m anner the Advent period will help us better understand and celebrate the Church as the pre-eminent
place of our Christian hope. The Advent themes and sub-the m es all focus on hope, this year. « In hope, we
raise our heads » (F irst Sunday), « Let us follow the guide » (Second Sunday), « Let us share the peace »
(Third Sunday), « Let us welcome the Lord » (Fourth Sunday), « Let us celebrate! » (Christmas). May what
we profess in the Eucharistic Prayer for Mass Meetings become a certainty for all humankind: « Make of your
Church a place of tru th and liberty, of justice and peace, so that all men and wom en may have reason to keep
on hoping. » During Lent 1995, we could together look at the topic of the beautiful risk of our faith: may these
days of reflection and solidarity help us to better follow Jesus (First Sunday), grow in the faith (Second
Sunda y), act today (Third Sund ay), welcome his joy (Fourth Su nday), and open to the future (Fifth Sunda y).
O N A D AILY B AS IS : L OVE
Thus nourished by the W ord of God during the cou rse of Advent and Le nt, we sha ll be all the m ore read y to
experience together the Paschal Season as a special time given us to grow in love. Fo llowing the exam ple
of the first believers, we are called upon to have but one heart (Second Sunday of Easter), to lovingly shepherd
the flock (Third Sun day), to be evangelisers of m utual love to the ends of the earth (Fourth Sun day), to live
the new comm andment of mutual love (Fifth Sunday), to spread this love in the midst of the difficulties and
differences of today (Sixth Sunday), and to be witnesses moved by the Spirit (Ascension). In this way, the
liturgy will help us discover the m arve l that is ou r Edm und ston Dioc esa n Churc h.

S PECIAL M ANDATES
On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of our Dioces e, I want to give my brothers and sisters of the Diocese
special com m issions in order to help us live deeply the virtues of faith, hope, and love in the midst of our
Church and for servic e to our broth ers and sisters of today.
E L D E R LY

B R O TH E R S AN D S IS T ER S

During this jubilee year I give you the following liturgical text to help you discover even more this marvel that
is the C hurc h:
« Church of always, listening to the world, do you hear the forces of history boiling ?
Th e ea rth is racked w ith a du ll violence , it is fam ished for unity, and see ks deliveranc e.
Church of always in service to the world, root your faith in the foundation of our distress.
Un bind this qu ivering hop e, as it sets out alon g the path of an guish an d pro m ise.
Church of always, Gospel to the world, free from fear the earth that gives birth.
Baptise in the S pirit the sprou ting of its see d, flow on as a rive r of pe ace , and carry our history. »
S U F FE R IN G

B R O TH E R S AN D S IS T ER S ,

I offer you the following:
« If hope has m ade you walk further than your fear,
your eyes shall be raised and
Th en you will be ab le to ca rry on until the ad vent of su n of G od.
If suffering has made you shed tears of blood,
your eyes shall be washed.
Th en you will be ab le to pra y with your c rucified bro ther.
If sad nes s ha s m ade you do ubt, on the evening of ab and onm ent,
you will know how to carry your cross.
Th en you will be ab le to die a s did G od-m ade -Man.
If your weakness makes you fall along the road,
you will be able to stretch out your arms.
Th en you will be ab le to da nce in the joy of forg ivene ss. »
B RO THE RS

AND SISTE RS WH O W OR K AN D LAB OU R E VER Y DAY ,

I offer you the se w ords :

« Jesus Christ, keystone rejected by the builders but unique in the eyes of the Father,
we sing our joy at being in you living stones set into your dwelling:
a m ysteriou s co m m union that love enriches a nd b inds.
From these lives which suffering has carved and chiselled,
from these stones where hope has engraved its newness,
you build the sanctuary where the Spirit of God resides,
and the C hurc h is the witnes s of s alvation to our world. »

B R O T H ER S

AN D S IS T ER S W H O FO R M T H E Y O U TH O F O UR

CH U R C H,

I offer to you these lines written by our young p eop le:
« If you receive the gift of God, you become a covenant sign;
If you share the love of G od, you bec om e His presen ce in th e wo rld.
The beloved Son leads you to your Father,
the S pirit of Je sus com es into your heart,
the Spirit of Jesus transforms your life.
Be grafted to the Tree of Life,
com e an d sh are th e joy of believe rs, co m e an d labo ur at the wo rks ite of the Church. »
TO

Y O U M Y B A PT IS E D B R OT H E R S A N D S IS T ER S

I offer thes e lines that tell us wha t we are thro ugh bap tism :
« A peop le that celebrates the new Eas ter,
a people that passes from death to life,
a people that Go d has ac quired for Him self,
Church of the Lord. A people rooted in faith and love,
a pe ople who place their ho pe in C hrist,
a pe ople united by the S pirit,
Ch urch of th e Lo rd. »
AN D

Y O U , MY BROTH ERS AND SISTERS MEM BERS OF INSTITUTES OF CONSECR ATED LIFE ,

OF SOCIETIES OF APOSTOLIC LIFE , AND OF SECULAR INSTITUTES

receive this W ord a s a m ark of the work you have do ne in o ur m idst:
« Happy the person who goes with joy under the yoke of Jesus.
Happy the one who comm its himself or herself to the wishes of God.
Happy the one who gives the Spirit through the voice of Jesus.
Paths open in that person's hea rt,
and this person will be seated on the throne of the Son.
In G od's para dise, this person will receive the m antle o f joy. »
AN D

Y O U , MY BROTH ER PRIESTS ,

you who a re m y prim ary collabora tors, in a ll fraternity and so lidarity I repeat to you the words of Peter:
« Tend the flock of God that is in your charge,
exercising the oversight, n ot under com pulsion but w illingly,
as G od w ould have you d o it - not fo r sordid ga in but eage rly. »
A N U RGENT A P P E AL

TO

P EOPLE

OF

G O O D W ILL

Through these words stressing the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Church of the Edmundston
Diocese, I also want to address all persons of good will who live in Madawaska, Victoria, and Restigouche
Counties. In a first pastoral letter published last May 21, I noted that each one of the 60,000 persons living in
this territory were of major importance. You are special. You are the Father's well-beloved children. The
Church of the Edmundston Diocese needs each and everyone of you to proclaim the Good News of Jesus,
to welcome the Kingdom of God am ong us, and to live it out on a daily basis in our own surroundings. The
Church of the Edmundston Diocese needs you to continue building up a kingdom of justice and truth, a
kingdom of life and of peace, a kingdom of tenderness, mercy, and holiness in the m idst of the social, cultural,

econom ic and political rea lities of ou r m ilieu. I hope that you will receive in your lives the m ost beautiful gift
the Lord c ould m ake to hum ank ind: the gift of him self, the gift of his Go spe l, the gift of h is Ch urch.
If the Church of the Edmundston Diocese could be fau lted , in s ituations of discord or indifference to the
message of Jesus, I humbly beg God's forgiveness as well as yours, my brothers and sisters who have felt
yourselves sinne d ag ainst by m em bers of ou r Ch urch. An d as far as I am con cerned , I am ready to forgive
the offenses which the C ath olic Ch urch m ay have been the obje ct, as well as forget the sorrow felt in times
of discord or separations; because traditionally, a jubilee or holy year is a lways accompanied with forgiveness
and reconciliation. I hope that within families and parishes, such a rec onc iliation be m ade with generosity and
goodness. May the prayer of Jesus guide our conduct: « Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. » May those who have felt unjustly pushed aside, marginalised, accused, or even rejected
by words or ge stures on the pa rt of mem bers of the Edmundston Diocesan Church, implore God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let misunderstandings, suspicions, and maliciousness cease that could exist regarding
unfortun ate words or gestures. In the example of God the Father who lets His light shine on the just and the
unju st, may our goodness and kindness, our welcome of others and our charity surpass everythin g that c ould
have militated against them. « Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices
in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. »
The Edmundston Diocesan Church needs you all to proclaim and share daily the Gospel of Jesus which we
have received as an inheritance. Rec eive this W ord of G od as the Light w hich guides our da ily steps. W ithin
your own families, may this W ord be truly a welcoming of the very person of Jesus who is the W ay, the Truth,
and the Life. The Church of Jesus manifests its life first of all by the decided actions of a local grouping of
persons: wherever two or three are gathered in Jesus' name to listen to his Gospel and celebrate the
Eucha rist.
The Edm undston D iocesan C hurch ne eds all of you to witness da ily to the extraordinary hope that Jesus has
deposited in us by his triumph over death, and by his resurrection. W hether it be with the sick or the dying, or
with those who question the meaning of life or the after-life, Christians mu st bear witness to this hope before
the who le world. Allow m e to state once again that the Sunday gathering is one of the major vehicles of such
a proclamation: every time we gather together we proclaim the return of the Lord. Let me also point out that
the celebration of Mass is the centre of the whole Christian life, for the local and universal Church and for all
the faithful. [The Eucharist] is the summ it of the action through which God in Christ sanctifies the world, and
as the apex of the worship that men and wom en offer to the Father, by worshipping Him through the mediation
of Christ. All this po ints to the ne ces sity for all ba ptised to gather togeth er for fellowship, listening to the W ord,
celebrating the E uch arist, an d to better s erve the world. It also points to the responsibility which is o urs, to
make these gatherings m ore m eaningful and nou rishing. The Lord is always there, inviting us to grow together
in this m ystery of faith, ho pe, and love.
More than ever, the Edm undston Dio cesan C hurch needs each and everyone of yo u fo r frate rnal and
m issionary renewal in the midst of daily life. W ithin this country, the Edmundston Diocesan Church m ust
con tinue to fully experience the marvel of faith; it must also continue making disciples for Jesus, and allow
thou san ds o f peo ple to live m ore d eep ly in the m ann er of Jes us, unde r the guidance of the Spirit.
L OVE W ILL C ONTINUE T O B E M ANIFESTED
As baptised and co nfirmed children of God, filled with thanksgiving for the years gone by, proud of our
ancestors, and happy to live the present mom ent, let us set out for the future in hope, along this jubilee path.
Tom orrow aga in the love of G od w ill be on all our bro thers and sisters. This love will spread throug h these a cts
of love we perform each day, through the week s and years; it will spread through gestures of m utu al help and
solidarity, through words of peace and tenderness, and through daring initiatives of peace and reconciliation.
If our families and work recreation places are as many places of kindness and love, the Edmundston Diocesan
Church will continue to be a haven of pe ace and of future g rowth. May the V irgin M ary, the Im m acu late
Conception, and her divine Son Jesus fill us with countless blessings!

A Happy, Holy Year!

+ Franç ois T hibodea u, C.J.M .
Bishop of Edmundston

