
     

THANKS FOR 1995

THANKS FOR THE G IFT OF L IFE

At the end of 1995, I want to thank the Lord first of all for the marvellous gift of life, for all the new lives that

have appeared in our m idst, for the new-born, promise of our future. Thanks for the vitality of youth, for the

spontaneousness of the joie de vivre, for the vigour of adolescence, for the daring of adults and the

perseverance of workers, for the meticulous care brought by the doctors and nurses to alleviate and bring

healing to those whose quality of life has been affected. Yes, with all my brothers and sisters I want to bless

You, Lord, with my whole being. I want to tell You all the marvel I feel for the life You give us. My words are

powerless to praise You adequately for this gift You give us. I would like to live these last days of the year as

if they were the last days of m y entire life, so that I might live them to the fullest, and better understand and

appreciate life for what it is . Heart or kidney transplant recipients te ll me of the priceless gift to them  a single

day can be. That is why, Lord, I want to fill myself with your love each day and proclaim my gratitude for all the

daily manifestations of life, all these pulsations of life that I discover each day. With all of my fellow citizens

of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, I say Thank You, Thank You for life.

THANKS FOR THE G IFT OF LOVE

As we come to the end of 1995, I thank You for the love I have witnessed in our families, for the endless love that

exists between couples, parents and children, fiances, and all who work together at building life projects. Plants,

trees, birds and living animals glorify You, Lord, in the course of the days and seasons, but the hymn of love that

is raised from loving encounters and that are woven into the fabric of our days, can it not be a daily prayer to You?

What is greater, this living land or this worksite of life and love that You leave to our care, in complete freedom?

Everything I can see, smell and hear is but a pale reflection of what You are, You who are Love and Life. That is

why I shall bless You for both the earth and the worksite. Through challenges of all kinds, through your gifts and

forgiveness, You associate us closely in the promotion, defense and growth of true love in the least elements as

well as in the infinitely great. Thank You for this love that is shown each day, filled with heroism and surpassing of

self, filled with devotedness and generosity. Thank You for the countless examples of unending love that our

parents and seniors give us, which warm our sometimes cold earth. Thank You for all the young who are taking up

the torch and who confirm in their own way that Love is from age to age, from generation to generation, from family

to family.

THANKS FOR THE GIFT OF PEACE

At the end of 1995, I want to thank You for all the peacemakers among us and throughout the world. Fifty years

have gone by since the end of the war and the creation of the United Nations Organisation. Peace always remains

a fragile thing. 1995 was marked with municipal, school board, and provincial elections. Deep reforms in social and

health programmes are taking place. Lord, You who came to bring peace to humankind, You tell us that there can

be no peace without truth and justice, You remind us of the fundamental dignity of each person created in your

image and likeness. You have given us all the riches of the earth so that we might create a world of peace, a land

where each one could have decent housing, a salaried and life-enhancing job, life-giving communications, and

a health system that brings security and well-being. I pray to You for peace which is so closely linked with respect

of the fundamental rights of each one, of each nation, of each people. Through the pain and anguish of my brothers



and sisters, especially those who are the most deprived, through their freedom and their courage, I know that they

build and pass on a costly peace that is paid for by their struggle, their fighting, their forgiveness, their surpassing

themselves, their solidarity, and their commitment.

THANKS FOR THE GIFT OF FAITH

At  the end of 1995 I want to thank You, Lord, for the extraordinary gift of the Christian faith. I find You in the depths

of our long human history, I discover You, the Living One; I recognise You, true God and true Man, full of life. Way,

Truth, and Life, You associated yourself with the most suffering as with the most beautiful human being. Through

the mystery of your heinous death that led to your glorious Resurrection, You launch us even further and deeper

into the heart of life. Through faith I recognise that we are all children of God. Baptised into a new life, confirmed in

the Holy Spirit, nourished with the Bread of Life, You welcome us into your Church. Thank You for the Word that

is heard and shared. Thank You for your gifts and your forgiveness. Thank You for the Mission in which You make

us share. In this year that has marked the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of Edmundston, I want

to thank You for all the activities that took place mostly unrehearsed throughout the diocese. Thank You for the

brotherly and missionary renewal; thank You for the new and promising momentum that has picked up. Thank You

for all the many and diverse commitments. Fellowship, listening to your Word, celebration, and transformation of

our milieu are as many signs of the Good News we welcome.

THANKS FOR THE GIFT OF HOPE

The  end of 1995 has not spared us trials of all kinds. If life is beautiful, it is also a difficult daily struggle. Life is great

and precious, but so fragile. I find in St. Paul's Hymn to Love, in his letter to the Romans, chapter 8, lines filled with

hope: "If God is for us, who can be against us? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? Who will separate

us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?

For I am convinced that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." Since

You have given us life, since You glory in man and woman fully alive, since You yourself are life, I thank You for all

the life that pulsated in our milieu, this year, and I ask You to bless 1996 and to grace all of my brothers and sisters

of the Diocese of Edmundston with abundant blessings.

Happy New Year!

+ François Thibodeau, C.J.M. 

   Bishop of Edmundston
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