
     

ST. QUENTIN, A VERY LIVELY PARISH!

In my December 1, 1995 letter to the parishioners of St-Quentin, I told  them that I planned to be especially

present to the Restigouche Deanery in the course of 1996, and that I would be spending the greater part of

Lent with them, for an extended visit to each of the four parishes. I wrote: "It shall me m y greatest pleasure

to meet you, to journey with you, and to grow with you in faith, hope, and charity."

UNFORGETTABLE DAYS

Thanks to the unflagging zeal of Father Almer Levasseur, pastor of S t-Quentin, to Father Narcisse Gagnon,

"Dean of the priests of the Restigouche," to the recently-formed parish pastoral council, to the Hôtel Dieu

Sisters and the Filles de Marie de l'Assomption Sisters, I have been able to carry out the programm e that had

been prepared down to the last detail. In the course of this three-day visit (February 23-25), I met with over

thirty different groups of people. Most Blessed Sacrament Parish of St-Quentin comprises a population

of 3729, in 1069 families.

Friday, February 23. An early visit to the local school: 8:15 A.M. Visits to the Msgr. Martin School and the

A.J. Savoie Regional High School. Thanks to the wonderful work of 53 teachers, 792 youths are undergoing

primary and secondary studies; 58 children frequent the kindergarten. There are also 45 young adults at

university and 12 in technical schools. I was very pleased to have a chance to meet all these young people

who hold tomorrow's promises. The forenoon is rounded out by a visit to the Tourbillon and the people of Faith

and Light.

I am very interested in the working conditions of our people. Besides agriculture and all of the service

professions, some 400 people are employed by the Groupe Savoie, Inc. and the Parent Mill. I was very

pleased to meet with the managem ent there. Mr. Jean-Claude Savoie was a student at St. Louis Univers ity

when I taught there back in 1960-1961. In late afternoon, at the request of p icketers against the reform to

unemployment insurance, I pointed out the importance of work for every man and wom an. In the Our Father,

we ask the Lord to give us our daily bread, fruit of our labour. It is important that each person be able to earn

his or her daily bread while helping in the perfecting of creation.

At the town hall, the mayor and his councillors noted the beneficial collaboration they enjoy with those in

charge of pastoral ministry. Through the projects, services, and regulations, the elect of the people express

way God's love and tenderness in their own way. The meetings I had with the parishioners allowed me to

answer a number of questions that they had, especially concerning the diocesan organisation and structure,

as well as what is being done to discern new spiritual needs.

Saturday, February 24. Part of the day is taken up with visits to  the parish's senior citizens, e ither at their

homes or the senior's apartments, the Golden Age Club, and those stricken with illness at the Hôtel-Dieu

Hospital and the Msgr. Melanson Manor. At the Manor, I celebrated the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

A 40-m inute interview at the community radio station allowed me to reach out to the Restigouche as a whole

and to broach the subject of the different aspects of a pastoral visitation. After sharing a fe llowship meal with



the mem bers of the parish pastoral council and the economic affairs comm ittee, I was pleased to introduce

them to the local population in the course of a first weekend eucharistic celebration.

Sunday, February 25. Following a meeting at the Faith and Interiority Centre, I had the joy of conferring the

sacram ent of Confirmation on 61 young candidates from  the parish, in a church filled to capacity. I then am

a guest at the local Knights of Columbus council monthly luncheon; the council is 525 mem bers strong.

My visit ends with a meeting with the Restigouche liturgy comm ittees and a community supper with the scouts

and guides on the occasion of the birthday of the father of the Scout Movem ent, Lord Baden-Powell.

AN UNFINISHED V ISIT

I really have the im pression that m y visit is not finished, and that the three days passed there are but a first

stage in my visit to the Restigouche Deanery, this year. As a matter of fact, June 7, 8, and 9 of this year will

mark mom entous days for the four Restigouche parishes, since they will mark the first Diocesan Eucharistic

Congress preparatory to the year 2000. Everything is already in the works for the success of this weekend,

at the level of both evangelisation and celebration. in 1935, St-Quentin had a eucharistic congress: 61 years

later, the Blessed Sacrament parish church will become the "church of the adoration" where one will have the

chance to realise that the Eucharist is the source, centre, and sum mit of Christian life

APPRECIATION AND BLESSING

In thanking all those who have made this first pastoral visitation possible, I adopt a few lines from the beautiful

poem of Mrs. Berthe Lévesque, in the beautiful book on St-Quentin: "The most beautiful place on earth is this

corner of my country./The country of our ancestors, they and we have built it up./The most beautiful place on

earth is this corner of my country./ St-Quentin people, let's sing out, How good it is to live here." Honour to

Bishop Arthur Melanson the pioneer, to Msgr. Eudore Martin the first resident pastor, honour to all the

pioneers . Glory and thanks to the res idents of St-Quentin. W ith eyes fixed on the year 2000, continue living

happily in this land of fait, persistence, courage, and solidarity.

+ François Thibodeau, C.J.M. 

   Bishop of Edmundston
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