
     

MAY YOURS BE A MEMORABLE HOLY WEEK!

All the days are holy, but those preceding Easter are so in a very special way. In union with all of our brothers

and sisters throughout the world, let us intensely live these hours of work and prayer, solidarity and holiness.

During this 1996 Holy W eek, may we take the opportunity to better know Jesus, his message and mission,

and may we become even closer to those bearing heavy crosses.

CHRISM MASS

I would like to invite all who can come to attend the different celebrations taking place in their respective parishes:

Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday and Good Friday services, Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday. and I invite you in

a very special way to the Chrism Mass to be held this year at St-Martin (Restigouche) at 7:30 P.M. [April 1], during

which celebration I shall bless the oils used for the celebration of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing of the Sick,

and Holy Orders. W e shall also be praying for the sanctification of all priests, at the request of the Holy Father.

If you are unable to participate in one or the other celebration, be with us in prayer and in spirit. These are very

important moments not only for the Church as a whole but for all of humankind as well. Jesus gave his life for

the life of everyone. May Holy Thursday and Good Friday be marked by moments of personal and family

recollection.

WAY OF SOLIDARITY

The W ay of the Cross is the way of solidarity with those who suffer, whether at home, in school, in the hospital

or nursing home, or in the workplace, whether they be young or old, rich or poor. Each one of our brothers and

sisters often go through trying times that are difficult to bear; through our solidarity with them, we must become

other Simons of Cyrene who help Jesus carry his cross to the very end. In Edmundston, for a third consecutive

year a W ay of Solidarity will take place, beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the Cité des Jeunes A.M. Sormany Regional

High School, and ending at Notre-Dame-des-Sept-Douleurs Church. In Grand Falls, it will be a first: On the

occasion of the town's 100th anniversary, a W ay of Solidarity will be held there also: it will start at noon at the

Thomas Albert High School and end at Assumption Church.

A T IME OF GRACE

I want to congratulate those who took seriously the 1996 Lenten season. Several regularly attended the church

services and retreats, others held on to their Lenten resolutions, and others still, according to their possibilities,

enthusiastically adopted the traditional threefold way proposed by the Church: prayer, almsgiving, and fasting.

Others generously donated to the Development and Peace drive. As for me, 1996 will have been a period

of grace and fellowship as I travelled the roads of the Restigouche during my pastoral visitation there.

CONCERNS AND HOPES

As you know, for more than two years the Study Committee looked at the pastoral and financial situation of the

diocese of Edmundston.  W ell-founded concerns raised the question of the very viability of our diocesan services,



that are, now, more than ever vital. To correct the situation, interesting recommendations were made. I am

pleased to note that to the four actual modes of financing a fifth one has been added, and this fifth mode is nearly

inclusively in the hands of the lay people of the diocese: I am referring to the creation of the Group of One

Thousand people comm itted to donate annually one hundred dollars to the diocese, or, for that matter, any other

amount according to their possibilities. I know that the people of the diocese as a whole are concerned with their

Church and that they want it to carry out its apostolic mission without interference. I pray daily for the Church as

a whole. Each Sunday I celebrate the Eucharist for the intentions of everyone in the Diocese. On a monthly basis

I shall also pray for the special intentions of the Group of One Thousand mem bership. I thank in a special way

all those canvassers who, in the name of the Diocese of Edmundston Church, will request your support, and I ask

the Lord to return a hundredfold what you will have accomplished for the spreading of the Gospel in our milieu.

GROUP OF 1000

On behalf of the Edmundston Diocese Church  I have appointed a number of persons to go to you. You know

about the services rendered to our com munity by our Bishop, our pastoral agents and religious education

coordinators, the mission office, the École de la Foi and the new service for Pastoral Formation, and all the other

diocesan offices. The amount paid through the diocesan per capita tax for each mem ber of the diocese

($2.25 yearly), the yearly collection for the needs of the Diocese, and revenue from investments and other

activities no longer suffice in paying off expenses incurred. That is why we are appealing to you to join the Group

of One Thousand. If each mem ber of the group com mits himself or herself to donate each year the sum of one

hundred dollars ($100.00) for the next five years Ä or again, if one com mits oneself to donating for the next five

years according to one's possibilities  Ä we shall be able to balance the actual diocesan budget and also respond

to the new needs of our diocesan Church. Please note that your gift is tax deductible if it is made either to the

"Diocesan Centre" or the "Roman Catholic Bishop of Edmundston" (Edmundston, N.B. E3V 3K1). Pamphlets are

available in every church: these pam phlets should help you better understand the offices offered by our diocesan

Church. Do not hesitate to call those in charge of the Group of 1000 for more information.

Have a good Holy W eek!

+ François Thibodeau, C.J.M. 

   Bishop of Edmundston
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