
     

AN UNFORGETTABLE CONGRESS

If quite a few St. Quentin people remember the 1935 Eucharistic Congress, I am certain that they will long

remember what they have experienced in their milieu since January, 1996, when the organising comm ittee set

to work on the first Diocesan Eucharistic Congress in preparation for the year 2000. I want to thank especially

all who gave the better part of themselves to making the event a most meaningful one in helping us keep memory

of Jesus: he was yesterday, he is today, and he will be tomorrow. I hope that the following excerpts from my

June 9 homily are also a thank you to the entire Restigouche population and the diocese as a whole.

SPEC IAL HOMECOMINGS

Homecoming activities periodically organised by several families, community groups, and parishes help us "come

back" to our roots, sharpen our sense of belonging, and help us discover together a new dimension of life. Every

family or group member, every parishioner bears within a piece of the comm on heritage, an unpublished page

and even an entire chapter of the group's history. Each person has special value. The picture would remain

unfinished and the book incomplete if one or the other essential elements were lacking. It is also somewhat the

same when it is a question of keeping the memory of Jesus. Each baptised person is of extreme importance in

manifesting Jesus, in recalling his presence past, present and to come. Each one for his or her part is a mem ber

of Christ: if one or the other mem ber is not there, the memory of Jesus cannot be fully recalled. Each baptised

person bears within a particular aspect of Jesus; each one has a unique experience of Jesus; one's life history,

one's spiritual journey, God's individual call to that person are irreplaceable, distinctive, alone capable of revealing

a particular aspect of Jesus.

AN ESSENTIAL MEMORY

Young baptised people are reflections of the youth, vitality, and enthusiasm of Jesus and his Church: young

Christians are called upon to build a new earth and new heavens where the justice desired by Jesus will flourish;

happy are those who hunger and thirst for justice. Through their daily lives Christian couples reveal to the world

the love that God has for the people of today, since He gave His Son for us. On the day of their marriage

Christian couples were given the mission of becoming revealers of the love of God. In thinking about each family

and each generation we can discover how true it is to assert that God's love is from age to age. The Christian

couple, the Christian family reveal the loving presence of Jesus among people of all ages, whether they be

children or grandparents. Through their consecrated life, every religious bother and sister is a sign of the

presence of Jesus praying and serving others; their life is a sign of comm union and fellowship, it is a service to

our world for the glory of our God. Each priest, each bishop brings to the fore the memory of Jesus: in their entire

beings they are special signs of Jesus, and the holy anointing they were given configures them to Jesus. Their

whole lives and ministry are reminders of what Jesus was, is, and shall be to the world. The entire Church is a

mem orial of Jesus. Because of the Holy Spirit who was given to us, we can speak the words of Jesus to one

another, and we can repeat his gestures to one another. W e can keep memory of Jesus by our entire lives, in

our work and leisure, in happiness and sorrow, at our family and com munity gatherings, and in our celebrations.

W e are the memory of Jesus: that is our vocation. My May 25 pastoral letter is titled *Keep Alive the Memory of

the Lord!+ A pretty tall order!



«  DON'T BE AFRA ID! OPEN UP! » 

When Pope John Paul II inaugurated his ministry as bishop of Rome he exclaimed: «  Do not be afraid! Open up!

Open wide your doors to Christ! Open up the borders of countries, the economic and political systems, the huge

field of culture, civilisation, and development to his saving power. Do not be afraid! Open up! » I also gladly repeat

the words of Pope Paul VI in Manila, as he expressed his spiritual experience and that of the Church: « Jesus is

the centre of world history; he knows us and loves us; he is our life companion and friend, the man of sorrow and

of hope; he it is who is to come as our judge but also, we are confident, as our life and our happiness. I could never

stop talking about him: he is light and truth. More than that, he is the way, the truth, and the life. He is the bread that

nourishes us, the spring of living water that quenches our thirst. He is our shepherd, our leader, our model, our

comfort, our brother. Like us and more than us, he was little, poor, humiliated, a worker, oppressed, and suffering.

It is for us that he spoke, that he performed his miracles and established a new kingdom where the poor are

blessed, where peace is the foundation of life together, where those who are pure in heart and those who mourn

are lifted up and consoled, where those who hunger for justice are satisfied, where sinners can find forgiveness,

and where everybody discover that they are brothers. »

A PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE

These Eucharistic Congress hours we have lived together will also have helped us experience Jesus in different

ways; they will have helped us recall who he is, what his attitudes, words, acts, and mission were; they will have

reminded us of his constant presence among us. More than ever, alone or as a Church community, we will have

remembered Jesus: he is truly our salvation, our hope, our joy. Christ Jesus is the beginning and end of all things,

the Alpha and the Omega, as we used to say in the old days. « He is the mysterious and final interpretation of world

history and of our fate; he is the mediator and the bridge between heaven and earth. In the best and most perfect

way he is the Son of man because he is Son of God, eternal, infinite; and he is the son of Mary who was blessed

among all women, his earthly mother and our mother through participation in the Spirit of the Mystical Body. Jesus

Christ! Remember that he is the one we proclaim before you for all eternity, and we want his name to echo

throughout the world! »

+ François Thibodeau, C.J.M. 

   Bishop of Edmundston  

« From A Bishop’s Journal » (124) (12 June 1996)
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