
     

COULD IT BE LIKED A GOLF TOURNAMENT?

Last year I participated in my first two golf games ever, under the supervision of three good pros, Bishop Gérard

Dionne, my nephew, and his friend. This initiation into a new activity put me in contact with an entirely new

network of people. Just imagine: in May, the directors of the Reflection Group for Faith Education, in Québec's

Beauce region invited me to preside their benefit golf tournament. I was glad to respond to their invitation, and

I went with Bishop Dionne and Father Rino Albert. The results of this tournament were not catastrophic, they were

but an incentive for me to continue my training while discovering the beautiful scenery afforded by these golf

courses. Following the benefit supper I was asked to talk  about this new field of endeavour called faith education.

STEP ONE: TO GO

Faith education is like a golf game. Real golf is played outdoors. Faith education will very often be carried out in

the open, outside those buildings called churches and chapels. Hence, wanting to educate people in the faith

implies going out to them wherever they are: in shopping malls, their place of work or relaxation, hospitals, or

funeral homes. It means being ready to meet these people at the very heart of their lived reality where a return

to moral values will do good: illness, suffering, bereavement, unemployment, separation. In the course of my

pastoral visitations, this year, I had the opportunity to meet people where they were: at home, at work, in the

hospital and seniors' homes, and at school. Golf invites us to go out and go ahead...

STEP TWO: TO SEEK OUT

To play golf is to allow oneself to be challenged: "How distant am I from the green? W hat club must I use? W here

is the ball? W hat are they doing? They're not going very fast ahead of me." Questions can vary from one person

to the next, and from one day to the next. To go to others in faith education is to accept being questioned,

challenged, to be willing to help and at times to search long and hard in the woods and thickets of life, to question

attitudes and values... In this sense, wanting to educate others in the faith is not simply to give pat answers. Quite

the opposite. It is to accept the challenge of discussion where truth is oftentimes the result of a clash of ideas.

STEP THREE: TEAM WORK

Using once more the golf game as an image, to undertake education in the faith is like leaving with a foursome.

W e travel a bit together, and take the time needed. W e shall be playing golf but we shall be walking together, talk

together, ask questions and give answers. And after the game we shall celebrate what has united us and what we

have discovered. The only problem relative to golf that we do not have in faith education is the time element. In golf,

we cannot allow the time to stretch too long: if the game lasts more than four and a half hours, that would be

stretching it a bit and bring on undue pressure! In faith education, though, we really have the time to waste time. If

we ourselves took four and a half hours to grow in the faith, that would be great.



STEP FOUR: GROWTH

Educating people in the faith is, first of all, wanting to help them develop fully. And this is the last comparison I want

to make with the game of golf. In the game, we always want to get better; at least this is what my teachers told me,

after my coach! Striving to get a better score: excellence is always on the agenda. In faith education, the main thing

here, too, is to keep going... always going. In faith education pastors, catechists, parents and volunteers aim at

helping others feel better and give their best. And if it were possible, they want to help them get better in their

interpersonal relationships as well as in their relationship with the God of Jesus Christ.

THE BIBLE AND GOLF!

I haven't been able to come across any direct Bible quotes relative to golf, but there are a few that could stimulate

our reflection and prayer, as we are on the golf course. While contemplating the beauty of the courses, how can we

not help but marvel as God Himself did at creation, and understand that all is beautiful and good: the trees, flowers,

streams, plants, the sky, the sun and even the rain. And be struck with wonder at the goodness of our friends. When

God created man and woman, He saw that it was very good. And when there is a golf tournament to be prepared

or played, there are countless occasions to carry out the great commandment, « Love your neighbour as yourself.

» In order to do so it is crucial to know oneself but also to know even more the God we are called to love. And it is

to this the faith education brings us. 

NEXT TOURNAMENT

Following our visit to the Beauce, several players mentioned that they would like to come to Edmundston to play

our beautiful golf course, and so, rendez-vous has been set for September 6, 1996. The parable of the golf game

will become more specific. Have a good game!

+ François Thibodeau, C.J.M. 

   Bishop of Edmundston
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