
     

A TRIBUTE TO FATHER BENOÎT BOSSÉ (1927-2004)

Father Benoît Bossé was born in Saint-Jacques January 29, 1927, the son of Maurice Bossé and Léonie

Sirois. Through his 51 years of priestly life, Father Bossé was professor for 18 years at Université Saint-Louis

in Edmundston and 17 years pastor of the parish at Lac-Baker. At his funeral homily on December 17, I tried

to point out, in the light of the W ord of God and especially the Beatitudes of Jesus, that the priest must be

passionately fond of Christ, of his word, and of his Eucharist.

PASSIONATELY FOND OF CHRIST

Before giving him the keep of his flock, Jesus asked Peter three times whether he really loved him: “Peter,

do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” At which Jesus said: “Feed my

lambs.”  – “Peter, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus replied, “Tend my sheep.”

A third time Jesus asked Peter, “ Peter, do you love me?” Peter recognised the seriousness of the question,

and he answered from deep in his heart how much he loved him: “Lord, you know everything. You know well

that I love you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my sheep.” It would not be possible to understand the life of a priest

without this abiding love, this passionate love of a man for Christ Jesus. It would not be possible to understand

the life of Father Bossé without regard for his love of Jesus Christ. I am sure that every priest at one level or

another can say with Saint Paul, “I live, but it is not I, it is Christ who lives in me.” The life of Saint Paul cannot

be understood apart from his passionate love of Christ Jesus. Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus, and

this marked the beginning of a passionate love: nothing would ever separate him from his friend Jesus.

“Neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, neither present nor future, nor power, nor height nor

depth, nor any creature can separate us from the love of God made known through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

If Paul’s profession of love is admirable, his profession of faith is even more extraordinary. “I am already

poured out in offering, and the moment of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight to the end,

I have finished the course and kept the faith. And now the crown of justice which the Lord, the just Judge, will

give me on that day has been made ready for me and not only for me but for all those who have lovingly

waited for his coming again.” W ithout that personal, loving, deep and ever-renewed love for Jesus, the priest’s

life would not be possible, especially today. As a disciple of Jesus marked by the Beatitudes which are part

of his daily life, each priest must see himself as the friend of Jesus. “I no longer call you servants, but friends,”

Jesus said when he instituted the sacrament of the Eucharist, the evening of the Last supper. Jesus who loved

his friends, loved them to the very end,  and, like Jesus, it is the same with every priest. He is called to love

to the end, like Jesus. In the short account of his vocation, Father Bossé confesses never having regretted

the response he gave to the Lord’s call, of responding in love to the love of Jesus.

PASSIONATELY FOND OF THE WORD

The priest is one who is passionately in love with Christ, ready to give up his life to proclaim the Good News

of salvation. W e very often teased Father Bossé concerning his preaching on the commandments of God;

his passion for these commandments was very deep. He certainly remembered the teaching of Deuteronomy:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only One. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with

all your soul, and with all your strength. These commandments I give you today will be engraved upon your

heart. You shall repeat them to your sons; you shall constantly repeat them, when you are at home and when

you are away, when you lie down and when you stand.” More than any other disciple of Jesus, the priest must

be a passionate lover of God’s W ord. He owes it to himself to welcome it in his heart so as to proclaim it

before the assembly. Like the Virgin Mary, he must welcome the W ord made flesh, to present it to the people

today. Being an evangeliser is his first mission. Christ sends him “to carry the Good News to his brothers and

sisters, to proclaim deliverance to captives, the return of sight to the blind, freedom to the oppressed, and to

proclaim a year of grace from the Lord.” At this time of the new millennium, we must prepare the path of the

Lord, we must create new heavens and a new earth.



PASSIONATELY FOND OF THE EUCHARIST

Passionately fond of Christ and of God’s W ord, the priest must also become more and more  passionately

fond of the Eucharist. Following the example of Jesus who gave his life for his friends, who gives his body for

humankind and sheds his blood for the glory of God and the salvation of the world, the priest is called to give

himself entirely to those confided to his care. His being passionately fond of the Eucharist is translated into

his constant thanksgiving for the gifts of God. His life is a continuous thank you in his own name and on behalf

of the whole Church. His life is a continuous offering to God the Father; he remains in the world to daily carry

out the will of the Father just as the Son did throughout his life. In his passionate fondness for the Eucharist,

the priest offers his joys, projects, and dreams, but he offers equally his sorrows, difficulties, and suffering.

The liturgy is bold enough to pray that God make every human a eucharist. The priest must become what he

offers, he himself must become eucharist. It is not for nothing that we pray in these words, in the liturgy:

“Grant, O Lord our God, that we find in this communion our strength and our joy, so that we may become what

we have received: the body of Christ.” Father Benoît remembered that on the day of his ordination, Bishop

Joseph Romeo Gagnon told him, in the name of the Church, to “Receive the offering of the holy people to

present it to God. Be aware of what you shall be doing, imitate in your life what you shall carry out through

these rites, and may you correspond to the mystery of the cross of the Lord.” These words expressed very

simply the life passions of every priest: a passionate fondness for Christ Jesus, for his W ord, for the Eucharist,

and for his cross. On the occasion of the death of Father Benoît Bossé, may we renew ourselves in these

passions. May we fully live the Beatitudes of Jesus and hear him say to us, one day: “Be happy and rejoice,

because your reward shall be great, in heaven.”

+ François Thibodeau, C.J.M. 

   Bishop of Edmundston
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